
Provider of Services File Methodology 

This file provides a critical resource for other federal regulator requirements as well as supports the 
ongoing quality & research efforts sponsored by CMS. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS) regulates all laboratory testing (except research) performed on humans in the U.S. through the 
Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA). In total, CLIA covers approximately 260,000 
laboratory entities. The Division of Clinical Laboratory Improvement & Quality, within the Quality, Safety 
& Oversight Group, under the Center for Clinical Standards and Quality (CCSQ) has the responsibility for 
implementing the CLIA Program. 

The objective of the CLIA program is to ensure quality laboratory testing. Although all clinical 
laboratories must be properly certified to receive Medicare or Medicaid payments, CLIA has no direct 
Medicare or Medicaid program responsibilities. 


