
Home Infusion Therapy 

 

Summary 

Home infusion therapy involves the intravenous or subcutaneous administration of drugs or biologicals 
to an individual at home. The components needed to perform home infusion include the drug (for 
example, antivirals, immune globulin), equipment (for example, a pump), and supplies (for example, 
tubing and catheters). Likewise, nursing services are necessary to train and educate the patient and 
caregivers on the safe administration of infusion drugs in the home. Visiting nurses often play a large 
role in home infusion. Nurses typically train the patient or caregiver to self-administer the drug, educate 
on side effects and goals of therapy, and visit periodically to assess the infusion site and provide dressing 
changes. The home infusion process typically requires coordination among multiple entities, including 
patients, physicians, hospital discharge planners, health plans, home infusion pharmacies, and, if 
applicable, home health agencies. 

 

Section 5012 of the 21st Century Cures Act 

On December 13, 2016, the 21st Century Cures Act (the Cures Act) was enacted into law. Section 5012 
of this new law amended sections 1861(s)(2) and 1861(iii) of the Act, and established a new Medicare 
home infusion therapy benefit. The Medicare home infusion therapy benefit is for coverage of home 
infusion therapy-associated professional services for certain drugs and biologicals administered 
intravenously, or subcutaneously through a pump that is an item of DME, effective January 1, 2021. 
Section 1861(iii)(2) of the Act defines home infusion therapy to include the following items and services: 
the professional services (including nursing services), furnished in accordance with the plan, training and 
education (not otherwise included in the payment for the DME), remote monitoring, and other 
monitoring services for the provision of home infusion therapy furnished by a qualified home infusion 
therapy supplier in the patient’s home. 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/34

	Section 5012 of the 21st Century Cures Act

