
 

 

COVID-19 Testing  

As part of CMS’ commitment to protecting nursing home residents, and to boost the surveillance of 

COVID-19, nursing homes are now required to conduct testing of residents and staff.  More information 

about these requirements and guidelines can be found in the Facility Testing Requirements 

memorandum.  These guidelines include testing staff on a certain frequency based on the COVID-19 

positivity rate for the county the nursing home resides in. Facilities should monitor these rates every 

other week and adjust staff testing accordingly. 

Resources: 

Test Positivity Rates – Methodology and rates of county positivity 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh.pdf
Test_Positivity_Rates.xlsx

